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Earn CPD points
Teachers, psychologists, speech pathologists and other professionals attending the DSF Language, Literacy
and Learning Virtual Conference in 2022 will be able to earn CPD Points. The keynote addresses, workshops,
presentations and symposia will meet the requirements both for Teaching Standards and Professional
Learning Requirements of most regulatory bodies (including AHPRA).
This Conference relates to a number of focus areas within the Professional Standards for Teachers:

Standard 1

Know students and how they learn (1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5 and 1.6).

Standard 2

Know the content and how to teach it (2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.5 and 2.6).

Standard 3

Plan for and implement effective teaching and learning (3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5 and 3.6).

Standard 4

Create and maintain supportive and safe learning environments (4.1 and 4.3).

Standard 5

Assess, provide feedback and report on student learning (5.1 and 5.2).

Standard 6

Engage in professional learning (6.2, 6.3 and 6.4).

Standard 7

Engage professionally with colleagues, parents/carers and the community (7.4).

The focus of our selected keynote and concurrent sessions has been identified as targeted towards proficient
and highly accomplished level of professional capability development.
More detailed information about the specific focus areas within each standard will be available on the
conference website (https://dsf.net.au/conference) and app. The degree to which participants will meet
these standards is dependent on individual session selections and attendance.

General information
Access to Online Content
Each individual who accesses
the virtual conference content
must be a registered delegate.
Each day, between Tuesday 19
April and Friday 22 April 2022, two
keynote presentations and a series of
concurrent sessions will be released
at pre-scheduled times throughout
the day. Once released, attendees are
then able to watch the session at the
designated time or at their preferred
time. Therefore, by 6:00pm AWST
Friday 22 April, all sessions will be
available to stream. Attendees will
then have an extra 21 days access to
view or review any session.
The 2022 DSF Language, Literacy and
Learning Virtual Conference will be
available through a dedicated website
(details coming soon) and optional
app. Attendees will be able to log in to

view the sessions. No special software
is required. In early April, all attendees
will receive an invitation email to
create their own login.

Session Handouts
Handouts and additional resources are
available to download from the event
website and app at the individual
presenter’s discretion. Handouts and
additional resources are for the use of
conference delegates only.

Certificates of Participation
Certificates of Participation in the
2022 Language, Literacy and Learning
Virtual Conference will be provided
to delegates at the conclusion of the
event.

Endorsement Disclaimer
The Dyslexia-SPELD Foundation,
in partnership with AUSPELD, is

pleased to present a forum for sharing
evidence-based information with
parents, educators, psychologists
and other professionals. Whilst
every care has been taken to select
presenters and sponsors who
support evidence-based practice,
the information, products and
programs presented at the 2022
Language, Literacy and Learning
Virtual Conference do not necessarily
reflect the opinions or carry the
endorsement of the Dyslexia-SPELD
Foundation or AUSPELD.

Please Note
Every attempt has been made to
ensure complete and accurate
information. Given the volume of
detailed information, omissions or
errors are possible. Thank you for
your understanding.
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About this Conference
In recognition that strong language, literacy and numeracy skills are crucial to the success of all
students in education, DSF is bringing together experts in the fields of language development,
literacy and numeracy to further develop our understanding of how to best support the future
educational development of all school-aged children.
Our agenda is to work closely with educators, allied health professionals and families to leverage
expertise for improved outcomes and to promote evidence-based teaching and supportive practices.
As everyone is aware, the last two years have been challenging in many significant ways, and we
now have the opportunity to review, reflect, and look to the future. Although we sadly had to cancel
the conference which was originally planned for March 2021 and shift the conference to a virtual
event due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we are excited to follow on from the success of the previous
Language, Literacy and Learning conference. The online format of this year’s conference means more
people than ever will be able to access this important event.
The 2022 conference will be a key event to facilitate a greater level of understanding and knowledge
in relation to children and learning. The Language, Literacy and Learning Virtual Conference will
provide a wealth of information on the factors influencing the successful acquisition of skills in
language, literacy and numeracy. It will be particularly relevant to classroom teachers, school
principals and administrators, school psychologists, speech pathologists, occupational therapists,
allied health professionals, tutors, parents and other key stakeholders concerned with the effective
education and support of all school-aged children – including those with learning difficulties.
Key Messages
•

Identifying current key research evidence.

•

Transforming evidence into practical and achievable classroom strategies designed to improve
literacy and numeracy outcomes for all students, including those that struggle.

•

Giving consideration to the whole child’s social, emotional and academic needs.

•

Reviewing what has been achieved and looking forward to what can be achieved in the future.

Welcome from the CEO
I am delighted to be introducing the program
for the 2022 Virtual ‘Language, Literacy and
Learning’ conference, an event promising four days
of thought-provoking content and exceptional
learning opportunities.
As in previous years, the response to this
conference has been overwhelmingly positive and
we could not have hoped for a more impressive
range of keynote speakers, session presenters,
researchers, and resource developers, all of
whom will be contributing to the rich and varied
program that we have on offer. Although we are
disappointed that the conference will not be an
‘in-person’ event, an advantage of the online
format is that delegates will not have to struggle
with the choice of determining which of multiple
sessions they should attend – as they will be able to
attend them all! To ensure this is humanly possible,
recordings of the keynotes and concurrent sessions
will remain available for three weeks beyond the
conference closing. We have worked hard to ensure
that selected presenters are offering sessions and
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workshops that focus on the conference themes
but have also ensured that the foundations upon
which their presentations have been developed
are evidence informed. Wherever possible,
presentations that offer insight into the application
of research in practice have been chosen - with
the knowledge that well-conducted research can
provide classroom teachers with strategies that
make a significant difference.
The conference will be officially opened by the
Honourable Sue Ellery, Minister for Education,
and we believe that the Minister’s commitment to
raising student achievement in all schools, will set
the tone for another amazing Language, Literacy
and Learning Conference.
Thank you,
Mandy Nayton OAM
CEO of DSF Literacy & Clinical Services
President of AUSPELD
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The Dyslexia-SPELD Foundation (DSF) is a not-for-profit registered charity.
DSF is relentlessly committed to sharing the science of learning with a particular emphasis on the
development of language, literacy and numeracy. We are strong supporters of evidence-based practice
in education and see events such as this conference as an important opportunity to bring knowledge to
educators and allied professionals. We are dedicated to improving the understanding of how children learn
so that they can be better supported in the classroom.

Language, Literacy & Learning 2022

About DSF

DSF provides a range of targeted services in all areas of Western Australia as well as in other Australian
states and territories. The provision of high-quality professional development is one of the many services
offered and is valued particularly highly. DSF regularly works with research teams from the University
of Western Australia, Curtin University, Murdoch University and Macquarie University, and is currently
collaborating on a number of exciting research projects. Regular seminars, workshops and presentations
are run both on-site at our South Perth centre, and off-site at schools, universities, and other community
settings. Many DSF workshops and presentations are also available in an online format. In order to present
the most up-to-date research in the area of learning, DSF frequently invites international speakers who are
at the top of their field to present to educators, allied health professionals and parents.
The organisation offers valuable support to students with learning difficulties and provides guidance to
school principals and teachers on the components of high-quality literacy and numeracy instruction for
all students. DSF has recently produced an evidence-based Understanding Language Difficulties guide,
which accompanies the exceptionally popular DSF Understanding Learning Difficulties guides. These
resources share up-to-date information regarding learning and language development and are designed
for educators, parents and allied professionals. The Understanding Learning Difficulties guide for parents is
available at uldforparents.com and a website for the Understanding Language Difficulties guide is currently
in development.
Learn more about DSF by visiting www.dsf.net.au

About Auspeld
The Australian Federation of SPELD (Specific Educational Learning Difficulties) Associations represents all
state and territory SPELD Associations and has a combined membership of over 10,000 schools, parents,
teachers and allied health professionals.
AUSPELD shares information with educators and families about evidence-based approaches to literacy
and learning through a range of resources provided through its online bookstore and website. AUSPELD
also represents and supports children and adults with learning difficulties in Australia. Each state-based
organisation provides a range of targeted services and resources – specifically designed to ensure that all
students can acquire appropriate skills and experience academic success.
Learn more about AUSPELD and each of the state-based SPELDs by visiting www.auspeld.org.au
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Our Sponsors and Supporters
Sponsors
Gold Sponsors
Little Learners Love Literacy
Little Learners Love Literacy® believes that all children can learn to read and spell with
confidence with explicit and sequential teaching. The wide range of beautiful resources
provide the tools to teach, apply and practise essential literacy skills to build the
underpinning framework in Foundation and Year 1.
Sounds-Write
Sounds-Write is an expertly structured synthetic phonics program based on the science
of reading. For 20 years, we’ve been providing our high-quality professional learning
program to empower educators and SLPs to do one of the most important jobs: teach
all students to read and write.

Silver Sponsors
MultiLit
MultiLit’s mission is to bring about major educational change to ensure all children have
the best opportunity to learn to read, by creating evidence-based literacy programs,
resources and accompanying training, and supporting teachers in facilitating positive
learning environments.
Phonic Books UK
Phonic Books Ltd specialise in publishing decodable books for beginner and catch-up
readers. The range of over 360 titles caters for students in the early years through to age
14+ reluctant readers in secondary school.
Scanning Pens
Scanning Pens is the worldwide distributor of the ReaderPen & ExamReader. The pens
are useful in a variety of situations: For people with reading difficulties such as dyslexia,
autism, ADHD etc.; and, for those with a low reading level or whose first language is not
English.

Bronze Sponsors
Spelfabet
The Spelfabet website (https://www.spelfabet.com.au/) was created by Speech
Pathologist Alison Clarke in 2012 to encourage early literacy teaching and intervention
that reflects scientific reading research. Spelfabet provides an excellent range of teaching
materials, resources, videos and information.
Telethon Speech and Hearing
Telethon Speech & Hearing is a Western Australian based not-for-profit organisation,
registered charity and independent school offering quality diagnostic, therapy and
support services for children with hearing loss and speech and language delays.
The Literature Centre
The Literature Centre is a place to nurture young people’s interest in reading and writing.
Our dedicated Education Officers and talented Authors and Illustrators conduct inspiring
and interactive workshops, often using a range of original manuscripts, preliminary
drawings, and artwork.
Psychological Assessments Australia (PAA)
PAA has more than 25 years of experience in psychological and educational assessment,
including test development, standardisation, publishing, distribution and marketing.
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Our Keynote Speakers
Professor Courtenay Norbury
University College London

Tuesday 19th April
9:00am

Biography
Courtenay Norbury is the Director of the Literacy, Language and Communication
(LiLaC) Lab and a Fellow of the Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists.
She is Professor of Developmental Disorders of Language and Communication at
Psychology and Language Sciences, University College London. She obtained her PhD
in Experimental Psychology at the University of Oxford, working with Professor Dorothy
Bishop. Her current research focuses on language disorders and how language interacts
with other aspects of social and cognitive development. She is leading SCALES, a
population study of language development and disorder from school entry. She is also a
founding member of the RADLD campaign (https://radld.org/).

Professor Claude Goldenberg
Stanford University

Tuesday 19th April
1:00pm

Biography
Claude Goldenberg is the Nomellini & Olivier Professor of Education, emeritus, at
Stanford University. He received his A.B. in history from Princeton University and
M.A. and Ph.D. from the Graduate School of Education at the University of California,
Los Angeles. He has taught junior high school in San Antonio, TX, and first grade
in a bilingual elementary school in Los Angeles. A native of Argentina, his areas of
research centered on promoting academic achievement among language minority
students, particularly those from Spanish-speaking backgrounds. He continues writing,
volunteering, and consulting on literacy research and policy and on promoting literacy
development among students not yet proficient in English.

Dr Eugenia Cheng
School of the Art Institute of Chicago

Wednesday 20th April
9:00am

Biography
Eugenia Cheng is a mathematician and concert pianist. She is Scientist in Residence at
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and won tenure at the University of Sheffield,
UK. She previously taught at the universities of Cambridge, Chicago and Nice and holds a
PhD in pure mathematics from Cambridge University. Alongside her research in Category
Theory and undergraduate teaching her aim is to rid the world of “math phobia”.
Eugenia was an early pioneer of maths on YouTube and her videos have been viewed
over 15 million times to date. Her most recent book “x+y: A new formula for overcoming
gender bias” was published in 2020.

Dr Jenny Donovan
Australian Education Research Organisation

Wednesday 20th April
1:00pm

Biography
Jenny Donovan is the CEO of the Australian Education Research Organisation. Prior
to this role, she established and led the Centre for Education Statistics and Evaluation
(CESE) as Executive Director for 8 years. Dr Donovan began her career as a high school
teacher in Sydney’s western suburbs. She has worked in a number of education roles in
operational and policy areas, including some years as Deputy Director of a not-for-profit
education assessment agency at the University of New South Wales. She was Managing
Director of the National Learning Progressions and Online Formative Assessment
Initiative; a national priority project for Australian education ministers.
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teacherhead.com

Thursday 21st April
9:00am

Biography
Tom Sherrington is an education consultant and author. He writes the popular blog
teacherhead.com and his books include The Learning Rainforest and best-seller
Rosenshine’s Principles in Action. With 30 years’ experience as a physics and maths
teacher and school leader, including 11 years as a Headteacher, Tom is now in demand
from schools across the UK and around the world to deliver CPD for teachers and
leadership teams. He works with schools providing consultancy support on curriculum
and improving the quality of teaching. His specialist areas include evidence-informed
teaching, curriculum and assessment, and teaching to the top (attitudes, routines,
strategies and activities to ‘stretch and challenge’).

Professor Julie Washington
University of California - Irvine

Language, Literacy & Learning 2022

Tom Sherrington

Thursday 21st April
1:00pm

Biography
Julie Washington is a Professor in the School of Education at the University of California
– Irvine (UCI). She is a Speech-Language Pathologist and is a Fellow of the American
Speech Language Hearing Association. Currently, Dr. Washington’s research is focused
on the intersection of literacy, language variation, and poverty. In particular, her work
focuses on understanding the role of cultural dialect in assessment, identification of
reading disabilities in school-aged African American children and on disentangling the
relationship between language production and comprehension on development of
reading and early language skills for children growing up in poverty.

Professor Stanislas Dehaene
Collège de France

Friday 22nd April
9:00am

Biography
Stanislas Dehaene is one of the world’s most influential researchers in the field of
reading and the brain. His presentation at the 2019 DSF Conference was exceptionally
well-received, and he is back by popular demand. He is a cognitive neuroscientist and
author whose research investigates the neural bases of human cognitive functions such
as reading, calculation and language. He holds the Chair of Experimental Cognitive
Psychology at the Collège de France, Paris. His books include The Number Sense,
Reading in the Brain, and Consciousness and the Brain. His newest book is entitled How
We Learn: The New Science of Education and the Brain.

Professor Andrew Whitehouse
Telethon Kids Institute

Friday 22nd April
1:00pm

Biography
Andrew Whitehouse is the Director of CliniKids at the Telethon Kids Institute, Professor
of Autism Research at The University of Western Australia and the current president of
the Australasian Society for Autism Research. At the Telethon Kids Institute he leads a
large team that seeks to find new and innovative ways to help each and every child on
the autism spectrum reach their full potential. Andrew has published one edited book
with his twin-brother (Ben), and a popular science book that examined the science
behind some of the myths of pregnancy and child development (Will Mozart Make My
Baby Smart?). He has also been awarded a Eureka Prize for his research.
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DAY ONE

LEGEND

Tuesday 19th April 2022
08:45

Keynote

20 min
Presentation

Workshop

45 min Session

Symposium

Resource/Program
Presentation

Acknowledgement of Country
Official Conference opening – Minister for Education and Training, Hon. Sue Ellery MLC
Keynote – Professor Courtenay Norbury

09:00

The impact of language on social and cognitive development

10:15

BREAK

10:30
Workshop

Workshop

Symposium

KATHRYN THORBURN

MARIA RICHARDS

SAMANTHA HORNERY

Short burst creative
writing Ideas

Developing robust
mathematics
interventions for
students with
dyscalculia

NIC BADCOCK,
LIZ HILL, MARK BOYES

Case Studies from the
Classroom: Translating
research into practice in
the inclusive classroom

Reading difficulties
and mental health over
primary, secondary and
higher education

11:15
CAITLIN STEPHENSON
The knowledge and
self-rated ability of
Australian speechlanguage pathologists

11:35
CAITLIN STEPHENSON

JOHN WALKER
& KIM BLOOR
Sounds-Write
Presentation
10:30am

ALEXANDRA HARPER
Little Learners
Love Literacy
Presentation
11:00am

MultiLit Presentation
11:30am

Teachers’ perspectives
of the role and scope
of practice of speechlanguage pathologists

12:00

BREAK
Keynote – Professor Claude Goldenberg

13:00

Literacy development in English Language Learners

14:30
PAULA MCMAHON
& NARELLE RICE

SHANE PEARSON
& NATHANIEL SWAIN

REBECCA SHALINAH
& SITI MARIAM DAUD

Building basic facts,
addition and subtraction

A free, open-source
F-6 decoding and
spelling program:
Introducing PhOrME

Multisensory
grammar instruction

NICOLA CARR-WHITE

CLAIR WILSON

Effective and efficient
student practice
strategies for educators
and therapists

Phonic Books
Resource Presentation
2:30pm

15.00
JULIA CLOUTER
& DAVID CAMPBELL
Scanning Pens
Resource Presentation
3:00pm

15:15
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End of Day 1

09:00 - 10:15 Keynote
The impact of language on social and cognitive development
Courtenay Norbury

Courtenay will present data from a 10-year longitudinal study of language development
and disorder in over 500 children from school entry through the transition to secondary
school. The study sought to better understand how impaired language development
affects other developmental skillsets over time. Her session will focus on potential
mechanisms explaining the well-established link between language disorder and adverse
social, emotional, and behavioural outcome. Courtenay will outline her vision for future
research and how we can work together to establish when, why and how improving
language may have positive consequences for multiple developmental systems.

Language, Literacy & Learning 2022

Tuesday Sessions

10:30 - 12:00 Workshops
Short burst creative writing ideas
Maria Richards

Developing robust mathematics interventions
for students with Dyscalculia
Samantha Hornery

You don’t get better at writing by endlessly writing the
same things. You need to hone your craft and practise
with the tools you have that make you a writer. Writing
frequently and with a set goal or skill to explore, can
be one way of growing your writing repertoire, your
imagination and the pool of ideas you can then apply
when writing at length. This workshop will explore a
multitude of ways to inspire inventive creative and
imaginative writing.

Mathematics is too important to leave things to chance
– we have come so far in this regard with respect to
reading. Just as we explicitly teach children to learn to
blend phonemes to read words, we need to explicitly
teach mathematics facts to add, subtract, multiply
and divide. In this session, Samantha will provide a
framework to link the foundation skills needed for
success in mathematics – counting (lots of counting!),
numeral identification and writing, place value,
addition and subtraction, and multiplication & division
– to the science of learning principles to support the
development of more robust interventions for children
and adolescents with Dyscalculia.

10:30 - 12:00 Symposium
Reading difficulties and mental health over primary, secondary, and higher education
Nic Badcock, Elizabeth Hill and Mark Boyes
Poor reading is the most common learning difficulty in Australia, affecting 2-4 children in a typical classroom. Whilst
educational support for reading difficulties is well established, little is known about mental health outcomes. In this
session, we will (1) introduce the links between reading difficulties and mental health, (2) introduce ‘Clever Kids’, a
group-based mental health promotion program for children with reading difficulties, (3) share plans for investigating
links between dyslexia and mental health over the transition to high school and higher education, and (4) present new
research with university students linking a history of reading difficulties with reading anxiety.
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10:30 - 11:15 Session
Case studies from the
classroom: Translating
research into practice
in the inclusive classroom
Kathryn Thorburn

11:15 - 11:35 Session
The knowledge and self-rated
ability of Australian speechlanguage pathologists:
Language and literacy clinical
paediatric practice
Caitlin Stephenson

How does research translate into
whole class practice in an inclusive
classroom? What does this look like
for literacy and numeracy instruction?
How can technology be harnessed
to maximise student outcomes?
Students with disability and complex
medical needs are enrolled in schools
across the country. Does the current
evidence-based instruction support
their needs? Can assistive technology
support classroom learning and
engagement? This presentation
shares multiple single-student case
studies from the classroom across
K-12 to demonstrate how evidence
aligned classroom instruction, a
comprehensive whole school scope
and sequence along with simple
adjustments and assistive technology
can support all students.

SLP practice increasingly includes
school-aged literacy assessment and
intervention. We investigated SLPs’
literacy related beliefs, attitudes,
knowledge and confidence. 231
Australian SLPs completed an
online survey. The majority of SLPs
described inadequate preservice
training in literacy. SLPs reported high
levels of confidence in their ability to
support phonological and phonemic
awareness. They reported lower
confidence in their ability to support
all other aspects of expressive and
receptive written language. To
promote confidence and consistency
of knowledge and skill between
SLPs, minimum accreditation
requirements specifically for literacy
should be stipulated, and Professional
Learning opportunities spanning all
components of literacy promoted.

11:35 - 11:55 Session
Teachers’ perspectives of the
role and scope of practice of
speech-language pathologists
working to support low
progress readers and spellers
in the early years of school:
A pilot investigation
Caitlin Stephenson
The level of interdisciplinary awareness
of the scope of practice of SLPs in
literacy is not clear. This study sought
to gauge the perspectives of early
years teachers regarding the role
of SLPs in literacy in schools. Early
years teachers were asked about
their perceptions regarding speech
pathology services. Although many
respondents knew that SLPs worked
to support the literacy learning of
some students in their school, they
had limited awareness of the scope
of SLP practice in literacy instruction
and intervention. Limited awareness
of SLPs’ expertise and scope of
practice may be leading to missed
opportunities for collaborative
practices.

Sounds-Write – Gold Sponsor
John Walker and Kim Bloor

Little Learners Love Literacy
– Gold Sponsor

MultiLIt – Silver Sponsor

Alexandra Harper
Sounds-Write is an expertly structured
synthetic phonics program based on
the science of reading. For 20 years,
Sound-Write have been providing
high-quality professional learning to
empower educators and SLPs to do
one of the most important jobs: teach
all students to read and write. Learn
more about Gold Sponsor SoundsWrite and their evidence-informed
program and resources in this
presentation.

Little Learners Love Literacy believes
that all children can learn to read and
spell with confidence with explicit and
sequential teaching. The wide range of
beautiful resources provide the tools
to teach, apply and practise essential
literacy skills to build the underpinning
framework in Foundation and Year
1. Learn more about Gold Sponsor
Little Learners Love Literacy and
their decodable readers, games and
teacher support materials in this
resource presentation.

MultiLit’s mission is to bring about
major educational change to ensure
all children have the best opportunity
to learn to read, by creating evidencebased literacy programs, resources
and accompanying training, and
supporting teachers in facilitating
positive learning environments.
Learn more about Silver Sponsor
MultiLit and their resources, readers
and instructional programs in this
presentation.

Language, Literacy & Learning 2022

10:30 - 12:00 Resource Presentations

L

H
ACore
E
5
IA

C
PE

N

RE

E
NF

CO

S
CE
or

$1 or m
3

les

CHrchaseED tit
A
E u h

0 u p arc
$2hen yo rese
w

researchED is an educator-led organisation with the goal of bridging the gap
between research and practice. This accessible and punchy book series, overseen
by founder Tom Bennett, tackles the most important topics in education, with a
range of experienced contributors exploring the latest evidence and research
and how it can apply in a variety of classroom settings.
Available from AUSPELD https://auspeld.org.au/shop/
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13:00 - 14:15 Keynote
Literacy development in English Language Learners
Claude Goldenberg

Learning to read and write is more complicated when students are learning to become
literate in a language they are simultaneously learning. This challenge, faced by millions
of English learners (ELs) in all-English programs, is particularly acute when students
are learning literacy skills in a second language without the benefit of having any in
their home language. Teachers can help meet this challenge by being mindful of what
we know from research about how second language literacy and second language oral
skills can be learned simultaneously. The challenges remain but we can be much more
successful than is currently the case.

14:30 - 15:15 Sessions
Building basic facts:
Addition and subtraction
Paula McMahon and Narelle Rice
This session will focus on:
• Characteristics of students with
Maths Learning Difficulties, including
dyscalculia, and
• How to teach at Tier 1, and intervene
at Tier 2 and 3, effectively using the
Bond Blocks System.
This new system developed by
Narelle, in conjunction with Dr Paul
Swan, systematically targets every
addition and subtraction content
descriptor in Number from Years 1 to
3, including related pre-algebra and
word problems. Bond Blocks includes
a placement test and whole-school
tracking tools. It has been designed
using evidence-based High Impact
Teaching Strategies to support
students with learning difficulties.

A free, open-source F-6
decoding and spelling
program: Introducing
PhOrM(e)
Shane Pearson and
Nathaniel Swain
Quality, evidence-based spelling
and decoding programs exist in
the primary education market.
Many programs target phonics in
the early years, while others focus
on orthography and morphology
in Years 3-6. Schools must often
combine programs to suit their
needs and find funds to support their
implementation. PhOrM(e) is different.
PhOrM(e) is a free, open-source F-6
spelling and word reading program.
Standing for Phonology, Orthography,
Morphology and etymology, PhOrM(e)
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operationalises Triple Word Form
Theory. With in-built spaced and
interleaved reviews and accessible
materials, this program aims to
provide teachers with a practical, highquality resource they can use in their
classrooms immediately.

Multisensory grammar
instruction
Rebecca Shalinah and
Siti Mariam Daud

Dyslexia is a learning difficulty that
primarily affects the skills involved in
accurate word reading and spelling.
However, writing has not been
comprehensively researched. It is
a multi-faceted task that draws on
different skills. Therefore, learners
with dyslexia often struggle with
writing. Drawing upon the principles
from the Orton-Gillingham approach,
research has found that direct,
explicit and multisensory instruction
is necessary to support learners with
dyslexia. Project Read is a curriculum
that recognises these needs and
incorporates them in its teaching
methodology. Its approach aims
to help learners to progress from
sentence to paragraph to eventually to
text level writing.

Effective and efficient
student practice strategies for
educators and therapists
Nicola Carr-White
According to Kirschner, Sweller
and Clark (2006, p 76) “if nothing
has changed in long-term memory,
nothing has been learned.” Expertise
theory explains that many hours of
practice are required to move learning
from understanding to mastery
(Ericsson & Pool, 2016)–but how can

this be achieved in our time limited
contexts? Desirable difficulty learning
strategies (Bjork, 1994) hold the
potential to improve the effectiveness
and efficiency of student practice in
educational contexts. Daily reviews
will be revisited, and a recently
upgraded mastery learning folder
process introduced to address the
consolidation of learning according to
individual learning needs.

14:30 - 15:30
Resource
Presentation
Phonic Books – Silver Sponsor
Clair Wilson
Phonic Books Ltd specialise in
publishing decodable books for
beginner and catch-up readers. The
range of over 360 titles caters for
students in the early years through
to age 14+ reluctant readers in
secondary school. Learn more about
Silver Sponsor Phonic Books and
their range of decodable readers,
games and workbooks in this resource
presentation.

Scanning Pens
– Silver Sponsor
David Campbell and Julia Clouter
Join Scanning Pen’s Global Head
of Education & Specific Learning
Disabilities Specialist, Julia Clouter, for
a presentation focussing on Assistive
Technology. David Campbell, from
Scanning Pens Australia, will also
discuss the ReaderPen and how this
innovative product can be trialled.
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Books by Conference Speakers
EUGENIA CHENG

The Art of Logic

X+Y: A Mathematician’s
Manifesto for Rethinking
Gender

STANISLAS DEHAENE

TOM SHERRINGTON

How We Learn:
The New Science
of Education
and the Brain

Reading in the Brain:
The New Science of
How We Read

How to Bake Pi

Beyond Infinity

LYN STONE

Rosenshine’s
Principles in Action

Teaching Walkthrus: Visual
step-by-step guides to
essential teaching techniques

DSF/AUSPELD
Revised Edition

Understanding
Learning
Difficulties
A practical guide for parents

Dyslexia - SPELD Foundation

LITERACY & CLINICAL
SERVICES

Spelling for Life

Reading for Life

CONFERENCE

SPECIAL
1 APRIL – 13 MAY

Understanding
Learning
Difficulties:
A Practical Guide

Understanding
Learning
Difficulties: A
Guide for Parents

Understanding
Language
Difficulties

10% OFF ALL BOOKS FEATURED ON THIS PAGE
15% total discount for DSF members
https://dsf.net.au/resources/online-store

For all books featured on the Australian Reading Spine,
please visit paperbird.com.au
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DAY TWO

LEGEND

Wednesday 20th April 2022

Keynote

20 min
Presentation

Workshop

45 min Session

Symposium

Resource/Program
Presentation

Keynote – Dr Eugenia Cheng

09:00

Mathematics – A tool for addressing issues of social justice

10:15

BREAK

10:30
Workshop

Workshop

Symposium

SARAH GRUNWALD

ALISON CLARKE

LYN STONE

ESTHER WHITE

Spelling in a complex
orthography:
Can knowing better
really help do better?

Maths for everyone:
an exploration of the
ease and effectiveness
of teaching maths using
a CRA approach

NATHANIEL SWAIN
& EMINA MCLEAN

Responding effectively
to students with
Developmental
Language Disorder
in the classroom

Spelfabet
Presentation
10:30am

Developing readers,
writers, and thinkers
through high-quality
instruction:
Two case studies

11:15
ANNA TAYLOR
& ANNA NOTLEY

ELIZABETH SPENCER
& NATALYA HAWRYLAK

Preliminary efficacy
results for LanguageLift

11:35
EMILY NOLDE
Continuing the fight
through research –
Reading Wars

12:00

The Literature Centre
Presentation
11:00am

Telethon
Speech & Hearing
Presentation
11:30am

BREAK
Keynote – Dr Jenny Donovan

13:00

Beyond the evidence - How AERO is seeking to change practice in education

14:30
REID SMITH

TESSA WEADMAN

Building a coherent
curriculum

The Emergent Literacy
and Language Early
Childhood Checklist for
Teachers (ELLECCT):
An observation tool

SUSIE HILLARD
& CASEY GILES

JESSICA COLLEU
TERRADAS

Sentence innovation
and composition in a
creative context

Leaving nothing to
chance: a coaching
approach to improving
teacher knowledge,
skills and understanding
of teaching reading

15.00
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15:30

Keynote Q & A Sessions with Courtenay Norbury and Claude Goldenberg

16:00

End of Day 2

WALLY HOWE
Psychological
Assessments Australia
Presentation
2:30pm

09:00-10:15 Keynote
Mathematics – A tool for addressing issues of social justice
Eugenia Cheng

For thousands of years, mathematicians have used the timeless art of logic to see
the world more clearly. Today, truth is buried under soundbites, spin, memes, divisive
arguments and “fake news”. Seeing clearly is more important than ever. Eugenia will
show how anyone can think like a mathematician to understand what people are
really telling us. Taking a careful scalpel to politics, privilege, sexism and dozens of
other real-world situations, Eugenia will show that maths is not just about numbers
and equations, but is about thinking better, and that it can help us find clarity without
losing nuance in this complex world of ours.

Language, Literacy & Learning 2022

Wednesday Sessions

10:30 - 12:00 Workshops
Spelling in a complex orthography:
Can knowing better really help do better?
Lyn Stone
Some people take to spelling like ducks to water. Others
barely achieve proficiency. We are all somewhere on that
scale. If educators know a great deal about the writing
system and can impart this information well, will that
make even those at the less fortunate end of the scale
better spellers?
There is technology to assist with spelling, is there a lot
of point in investing time in learning to teach spelling
well? Does spelling really matter? Lyn argues ‘yes’. Leave
this session with a deeper insight into the writing system
and instructional procedures that you can share with
colleagues.

Maths for everyone: An exploration of the ease
and effectiveness of teaching maths using a
research and evidence-based CRA approach
Esther White
Maths understanding and application is a mystery in
the education world. The mere mention of ‘place value’,
‘fractions’ or ‘algebra’ has students disengage, feeling
anxious and ‘stupid’. In a subject that can be simple
to teach and to learn, students with different learning
needs are often left behind, or expected to be able to
learn maths abstractly. Join Esther in reviewing the
‘CRA’ approach to teaching maths mastery and gain an
understanding of effective instruction in teaching the
‘language’ of maths.

10:30 - 12:30 Symposium
Developing readers, writers, and thinkers through high-quality instruction: Two case studies
Nathaniel Swain and Emina McLean
As Brandon Park Primary School and Docklands Primary School continue towards an aligned and integrated curriculum
across the school, there are many learnings to share with educators and school leaders who may wish to do the same.
In this symposium, we will:
• Outline two school journeys
• Provide insights into powerful whole-class instructional frameworks
• Share practical strategies for undertaking cumulative and coherent curriculum mapping and aligned effective
assessment practices
• Reflect on challenges in setting up new approaches
• Offer ways to lay the foundations of school change including: scopes and sequences, timetables, pacing guides,
unit and lesson planning, coaching and professional learning.
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10:30-11:15 Session
Responding effectively to
students with Developmental
Language Disorder in the
classroom
Sarah Grunwald
Every educator, in every classroom,
is likely to teach a student with
Developmental Language Disorder
(DLD) each year. DLD can have
an immense impact on a student’s
ability to learn and their capacity to
participate in a range of school-based
activities. It is widely acknowledged
that students with DLD benefit from
explicit, targeted support from a
speech pathologist; nevertheless,
the enduring nature of this disorder
means that parents and teachers play
an arguably more important role in
their everyday, long-term support. This
session will focus on understanding
the resulting educational impacts
of language disorder and how to
respond effectively with practical
strategies and appropriate classroom
adjustments.

11:15-11:35 Session
Preliminary efficacy results
for LanguageLift, a Tier 2 oral
language intervention
Anna Taylor and Anna Notley
Approximately one in four Australian
children start school with inadequate
oral language skills, placing them
at risk of academic and social
difficulties. Several recent studies
have demonstrated that Tier 2
oral language interventions can be
effective in improving language and
reading outcomes. Developed by
MultiLit, LanguageLift is a scripted,
evidence-based Tier 2 intervention
program designed to provide oral
language support to children in
the first three years of school. This
presentation will share and discuss
the results of a preliminary efficacy
trial of LanguageLift, which was
conducted across five primary
schools in Western Australia in 2021.

11:35-11:55 Session
Continuing the fight through
research - Reading Wars
Emily Nolde
Few educational issues cause as much
debate as reading instruction. What
and how to teach is certainly not a
new question; however, it is quite a
controversial one. The ‘Reading Wars’,
is based around different methods for
reading instruction including phonics
and whole language. Despite the
longevity of this topic, educational
reforms have reignited this debate.
Through a systematic literature
review, Emily will explore the evidence
supporting the use of systematic
synthetic phonics to teach reading in a
primary classroom.

• Sounds-Write (see page 10)

At DSF, we often
receive enquiries
from teachers and
clinicians about
different resources
and programs. The
virtual conference
includes a series of
presentations focusing
on specific resources
and programs.
Hear directly
from the authors,
developers and
trainers of:

• Little Learners Love Literacy (see page 10)
• MultiLit (see page 10)
• Phonic Books (see page 11)
• Scanning Pens (see page 11)
• Spelfabet (see page 16)
• The Literature Centre (see page 16)
• Telethon Speech and Hearing (see page 16)
• Psychological Assessments Australia
(see page 17)
• Talk for Writing (see page 21)
• Becoming a Word Detective and
a Writing Wizard (see page 21)
• Heggerty Phonemic Awareness Curriculum
(see page 21)
• LETRS (see page 22)
• Lindamood Bell (see page 22)
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Spelfabet – Bronze Sponsor
Alison Clarke
The Spelfabet website
(https://www.spelfabet.com.au/)
was created by Speech Pathologist
Alison Clarke in 2012 to encourage
early literacy teaching and
intervention that reflects scientific
reading research. Spelfabet provides
an excellent range of teaching
materials, resources, videos and
information. Learn more about Bronze
Sponsor Spelfabet in this resource
presentation.

The Literature Centre
– Bronze Sponsor
Elizabeth Spencer
and Natalya Hawrylak
The Literature Centre is unique – a
place to nurture young people’s
interest in reading and writing, using
engaging techniques to explore and
interpret literature. Their dedicated
Education Officers and talented
Authors and Illustrators conduct
inspiring and interactive workshops,
often using a range of original
manuscripts, preliminary drawings,
and artwork. Learn more about
Bronze Sponsor the Literature Centre
and their programs, events and
services in this resource presentation.

Telethon Speech and Hearing
– Bronze Sponsor
Telethon Speech & Hearing is a
Western Australian based not-forprofit organisation, registered charity
and independent school offering
quality diagnostic, therapy and
support services for children with
hearing loss and speech and language
delays. Learn more about Bronze
Sponsor Telethon Speech and Hearing
and the services they provide in this
resource presentation.

Language, Literacy & Learning 2022

10:30 - 12:00 Resource Presentations

MiniLit Sage is a Tier 2 small group literacy
intervention program for students in Year 1 and 2,
providing explicit instruction in phonemic awareness,
systematic synthetic phonics for reading and spelling,
letter formation, and connected text reading.
MiniLit Sage represents the latest scientific research and
evidence base on effective reading instruction and intervention.
MultiLit provides teachers with scripted and sequenced lessons,
student resources, progress monitoring materials, and professional
learning to support the program.

To find out how MiniLit Sage can help your students, visit
multilit.com/minilitsage
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13:00-14:15 Keynote
Beyond the evidence - How AERO is seeking to change practice in education
Jenny Donovan

One of the first things the Australian Education Research Organisation (AERO) did when
it was established last year, was survey teachers about their relationship to research and
evidence – particularly their beliefs, confidence and practices. The survey reveals that
just because practitioners believe evidence is useful, doesn’t mean they regularly use it.
AERO has a plan for how to tackle the challenge of moving practitioners beyond belief
in the evidence base, to becoming evidence-based in their practice, so that learning will
improve for children and young people.

14:30 - 15:15 Sessions
Building a coherent
curriculum
Reid Smith
One of the key considerations in an
evidence-based approach to teaching
and learning is the content of the
school curriculum. A significant amount
of focus, both nationally and abroad,
has focused on the development of
curriculum that is carefully articulated
and sequenced. This session aims to
describe the ways in which schools
and individual teachers can build a
coherent, knowledge-rich and lowvariance curriculum. It will describe the
benefits of such an approach, address
concepts of “whose knowledge?” and
relate these ideas to the concept of
school as a learning organisation.

Measuring Australian early
childhood teachers’ oral
language and emergent
literacy strategies during
classroom-based shared book
reading with an observation
tool: The Emergent Literacy
and Language Early
Childhood Checklist for
Teachers (ELLECCT)
Tessa Weadman
Shared book reading in preschool
settings plays an influential role in
supporting children’s oral language
and emergent literacy skills. We report
on the development and psychometric
properties of the “Emergent Literacy
and Language Early Childhood
Checklist for Teachers” (ELLECCT),
a comprehensive observational
tool designed to document early
childhood teachers’ extratextual
oral language and emergent literacy
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strategies during shared book reading.
We also report on the findings of a
sample of 32 early childhood teachers
engaging in whole-class shared book
reading. The results suggest missed
opportunities for preschool children to
benefit from shared book reading.

Sentence innovation
and composition in a
creative context
Susie Hillard and Casey Giles
Students are often asked to write at
length before they have the skills and
knowledge to do so. This foundationlevel knowledge includes the ability
to write an appropriately constructed
sentence; a complex and critical skill
for a writer to master. Instructional
approaches such as Talk for Writing,
The Writing Revolution and Writing
Matters are valuable resources to
support teachers in connecting theory
to practice. This session will focus on
the importance of sentence innovation
and composition in fiction writing and
includes practical examples of how to
link grammar and language features to
meet the needs of the audience and
to ensure the purpose is achieved.

Leaving nothing to chance:
A coaching approach to
improving teacher knowledge,
skills and understanding of
teaching reading
Jessica Colleu Terradas
The latest Programmes for International
Student Assessment results have
confirmed that Australia is not doing
enough to achieve strong foundations
in literacy for all students. To address
this, emerging education initiatives
in Australia are implementing
professional learning through direct

teacher coaching in evidence-based
practices, including explicit teaching of
synthetic phonics. The workshop will
provide a summary of the evidencebased recommendations for reading
instruction and explore practical
teaching strategies leading to improved
literacy outcomes in primary schools.
The participants will also explore the
use of a coaching model for teachers
at school and classroom levels.

14:30 - 15:00
Resource
Presentation
Psychological Assessments
Australia (PAA)
– Bronze Sponsor
Wally Howe
PAA has more than 25 years of
experience in psychological and
educational assessment, including
test development, standardisation,
publishing, distribution and marketing.
Learn more about Bronze Sponsor
PAA and their range of assessments in
this resource presentation.

15:30 - 16:00
Keynote Q&A
Keynote Q & A Sessions
with Courtenay Norbury
and Claude Goldenberg
Delegates will be asked to submit
questions following each keynote
address. DSF CEO Mandy Nayton
will present a brief Q & A session
with each keynote to pose the
most popular questions.

Thursday 21 April 2022
st

Keynote

20 min
Presentation

Workshop

45 min Session

Symposium

Resource/Program
Presentation

Keynote – Tom Sherrington

09:00

Evidence-informed instruction in the classroom

10:15

BREAK

10:30

11:15

Workshop

Symposium

ALISON CLARKE

VERONICA
ALEXANDER
& GEORGINA PERRY

SUZE LEITAO,
MARY CLAESSEN,
LIZZ HILL,
EMILY JACKSON,
SAMUEL D CALDER,
KATRINA KELSO,
BERENICE JOHNSTON,
LAURA GLISSON,
ROBERT WELLS

Mouthfuls of sound:
Syllable sense and
nonsense

Oh, my orthography!
The power of an
integrated phonics,
morphology and
spelling scope and
sequence

Language and
Literacy in Young
People: Assessment,
intervention and
services

JENNIFER JACKSON &
HOLLY WHITEHOUSE
Ears to the street,
eyes to the page –
We have news for you
on children’s literature

NATHANIEL SWAIN
& SHANE PEARSON

MARK BOYES
& KIRSTEN MELVILLE

From the big five to a
coherent curriculum:
Literacy in every
subject, for every
subject

‘Clever Kids’: A social
and emotional wellbeing
program for struggling
readers

11:35
LAUREN KOCH
& ANNA TAYLOR
An evaluation of an
intervention to improve
early literacy skills in
children with DLD

12:00
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DAY THREE

LEGEND

SUSIE HILLARD
Talk for Writing
Presentation
10:30am

WES CUTAJAR
Becoming a
Word Detective and
a Writing Wizard
Presentation
11:00am

GEMMA BOYLE
Heggerty
Phonemic Awareness
Curriculum
Presentation
11:30am

BREAK
Keynote – Professor Julie Washington

13:00

Teaching reading to children who speak varieties of English

14:30
KATRINA KELSO
Poor comprehenders:
Identification and
intervention for
children with reading
comprehension
difficulties

15.00

KIM BLOOR
& TONI LANG
Beyond structured
synthetic phonics:
An explicit approach to
spelling, vocabulary and
word study in the upper
primary years

JULIE SCALI
Is RTI a thing
of the past?

ALEXANDRA HARPER
AND
LISA BELLMAN
ANSELL

GEMMA BOYLE
LETRS
Presentation
2:30pm

Small group reading:
Effective instruction
using decodable books

SINEAD McIVOR
Lindamood Bell
Presentation
3:00pm

15:30

Keynote Q & A Sessions with Eugenia Cheng and Jenny Donovan

16:00

End of Day 3
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Thursday Sessions
09:00-10:15 Keynote
Evidence-informed instruction in the classroom
Tom Sherrington

Author of the bestseller Rosenshine’s Principles in Action, Tom’s session will explore
what it means to be evidence-informed as a teacher. He will survey some key ideas
and models teachers should know about if they are to have maximum impact with
instructional teaching whilst acknowledging how our values and biases play a role
in the choices we make as teachers.

10:30-12:00 Workshop
Oh, my orthography! The power of an integrated phonics,
morphology and spelling scope and sequence
Veronica Alexander and Georgina Perry
In this workshop, we explore the development of a systematic scope and sequence that considers the intricate layers of
English orthography. We consider the complexities of morphology and how we can integrate phonics, morphological
and etymological knowledge to support all learners to develop strong reading, spelling, and vocabulary skills across P-6.
With a highly structured and detailed scope and sequence, we hope to give clarity to teachers about how to approach
the complexities of English orthography and take the guesswork out of learning how to spell.

10:30-12:00 Symposium
Language and literacy in young people: Assessment, intervention and services
Suze Leitão, Mary Claessen, Elizabeth Hill, Emily Jackson, Samuel D. Calder, Katrina Kelso,
Berenice Johnston, Laura Glisson, Robert Wells
This symposium will present a series of research talks by members of the research group: Language and Literacy in
Young People. Following an overview and update of the LaLYP group’s research work over the past three years, a series
of seven short papers will be presented. Presentations will discuss assessment and intervention studies in typically
developing children and those with developmental language disorder and reading comprehension difficulties, and
service delivery and access.

10:30 - 11:15 Sessions
Mouthfuls of sounds:
Syllable sense and nonsense
Alison Clarke
90% of English words have more
than one syllable, but approaches
to teaching children to read and
spell them vary widely. What’s most
efficient and effective, for which
populations? Should kids clap/count
syllables? Is explicit knowledge of
syllable types and spelling rules
helpful? What about morphemes –
prefixes, bases and suffixes - and the
different ways they join? How should
we handle word stress, the unstressed
vowel and vowel flexing/laxing? How
can we minimise cognitive load, and
maximise practice?
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Ears to the street, eyes to the
page - We have news for you
on children’s literature

goal is for kids to become life-long
readers of literature.

11:15 - 12:00 Session

Jennifer Jackson
and Holly Whitehouse
Independent bookshops are for lovers
of literature, the power of storytelling
and the opportunities that come
from literacy. As specialist children’s
booksellers we pride ourselves on
instilling wonder and advising on
books that will grab, challenge or
enrich kids. In this session, Jennifer
and Holly will discuss the value to
teachers of working closely with
an independent bookseller to gain
access to literature that hasn’t even
reached the printing press or intel
from publishers about hot new
writers and emerging illustrators. Our

From the big five to a coherent
curriculum: Literacy in every
subject, for every subject
Nathaniel Swain
and Shane Pearson
The foundations of the Science of
Reading are increasingly reflected
in classrooms. However, the work
of embedding literacy across the
learning areas is a much bigger task.
We will reveal how we are ensuring
that in every subject, children are
supported to read, write and discuss
high-level academic concepts and
ideas, and put their hard-won literacy

11:15 - 11:35 Session
Program structure, research
findings and facilitator
training opportunities for the
Clever Kids program: A social
emotional wellbeing program
for children with dyslexia
Mark Boyes and Kirsten Melville
The Clever Kids program is a social
emotional wellbeing program for
students with dyslexia. Based on the
Success and Dyslexia program created
by Nola Firth and Erica Frydenberg,
the Clever Kids program incorporates
key principles of cognitive behaviour
therapy, and focuses on helping

students with dyslexia to develop
adaptive coping skills, helpful thinking
patterns and assertiveness. This
session will provide an overview of
the program structure and discuss
facilitator training opportunities. It will
also outline the positive results of a
recent trial of the program conducted
by Curtin University and DSF.

11:35 - 11:55 Session

Tier 1 intervention compared to
‘business-as-usual’ on early literacy
skills for children with DLD attending
a specialised education program. The
findings indicate that a manualised Tier
1 intervention may be advantageous
for children with DLD in developing
proficiency in phonological recoding.
This research contributes to the
sparse evidence-base supporting the
implementation of Tier 1 interventions
for at-risk populations.

Language, Literacy & Learning 2022

skills to good use. We will detail
how we make explicit connections
between English, and the Arts,
Sciences, and Humanities. We will
show you ways that you could get
started or continue on this part of
the Science of Reading journey at
your school.

A preliminary evaluation of
a manualised intervention to
improve early literacy skills in
children with Developmental
Language Disorder
Lauren Koch and Anna Taylor
Children with Developmental Language
Disorder (DLD) commonly present
with oral language weaknesses which
disrupt the development of literacy and
impede related academic progress. A
retrospective cohort comparison was
used to evaluate whether there was
an observable effect of a manualised
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10:30 - 12:00
Resource Presentations
Talk for Writing
Susie Hillard
Talk for Writing is a unique process
that uses spoken activities to develop
writing skills. Quality writing is created
by first expanding and developing
students’ oral language skills and
then teaching the necessary steps for
exceptional sentence, paragraph and
text construction. Learn more about
the Talk for Writing approach to writing
instruction in this resource presentation.

Becoming a Word Detective
and a Writing Wizard
Wes Cutajar
This resource presentation introduces
the highly engaging Becoming a
Word Detective and a Writing Wizard
materials and processes. The DSFdesigned resources, suitable for use
with both primary and lower secondary
school aged students, draw on highquality instructional approaches,
including Talk for Writing and Word
Aware, to develop students’ vocabulary,
grammar, comprehension and
expression skills, through the study of
carefully chosen texts.

Heggerty Phonemic
Awareness Curriculum
Gemma Boyle
The Heggerty Phonemic Awareness
Curriculum is a systematic 35week program of daily lesson plans
that provide a high level of explicit
modelling and student engagement.
Each level of the Heggerty Phonemic
Awareness Curriculum focuses on eight
phonemic awareness skills, along with
two additional activities to develop
letter and sound recognition, and
language awareness. Learn more about
the Heggerty program in the resource
presentation.
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14:30 - 15:15 Sessions
Poor comprehenders:
Identification and intervention
for children with reading
comprehension difficulties
Katrina Kelso
The Simple View of Reading proposes
that skill in both word reading and
listening comprehension is required
for reading comprehension success.
For a significant number of children
who can read words accurately
and fluently, often referred to as
poor comprehenders, their reading
comprehension difficulties can
remain hidden. This presentation
will provide an overview of the
knowledge and processes involved
in reading comprehension and the
comprehension profiles of poor
comprehenders. Ways of identifying
poor comprehenders will be explored,
along with intervention options. Case
studies will illustrate how intervention
must be tailored to the specific needs
of individual profiles.

Beyond structured synthetic
phonics: An explicit approach
to spelling, vocabulary and
word study in the upper
primary years
Kim Bloor and Toni Lang
A question often posed by middle
and upper primary teachers is “What
comes next?” particularly in regard
to spelling instruction. In this session,
literacy specialists, Kim Bloor and
Toni Lang, will outline an exciting new
program being developed by DSF to
meet the needs of students in Years
3 to 6 primary school classrooms.
The aim of the program is to build
students’ knowledge of the many
layers of word knowledge, including
the phonological, syntactic, semantic,
morphological and etymological
layers, resulting in improved spelling
skills, stronger vocabulary knowledge,
and a greater awareness and
appreciation of word structure.

Is RTI a thing of the past?
Julie Scali
In this session, Julie will explore what
we really mean when we talk about
RTI, how instruction looks in each
tier and how relevant it is in today’s
world of raising student achievement
for all levels of ability. She will discuss
the five key components of RTI and
explore how it is not only a responsive
framework but also prevents the vast
majority of literacy difficulties from
developing in the first place. For many
schools a few tweaks is all it takes.
Participants will walk away with a
toolkit for establishing high impact
Response to Intervention approaches
in schools.

Small group reading:
Effective instruction using
decodable books
Alexandra Harper
and Lisa Bellman Ansell
In this presentation, we will use high
quality decodable nonfiction books
to run an evidence informed ‘small
group reading’ session. This talk will
suit educators looking to move away
from guided reading and implement
evidence-based literacy approaches in
their classrooms. Explore how to plan,
differentiate and facilitate lively small
group reading sessions that support
children to apply their phonemic
and phonic knowledge, as well as
build comprehension and vocabulary
connected to rich topics. You can
achieve so much with decodable
books – join us to find out more!

Teaching reading to children who speak varieties of English
Julie Washington

Teaching reading to children who speak language varieties that differ in important ways
from the structure of print adds an additional layer of complexity to learning to read and
to reading instruction. For these children, whose home and community language differ
from print, research has demonstrated that these variations must be considered when
teaching children to read and write. This presentation addresses the use of one language
variety, African American English, and its impact on the development of reading and
strategies that teachers can use in the classroom to support literacy learning when
language variation is present.

14:30 - 15:00
Resource Presentations

15:30 - 16:00
Keynote Q&A

LETRS

Lindamood Bell

Gemma Boyle

Sinead McIvor

Language Essentials for Teachers
of Reading and Spelling (LETRS)
addresses the structures of English
language, the cognitive processes
of learning to read, and the teaching
practices proven to be most effective
in preventing and remediating
reading difficulties, including dyslexia.
This comprehensive professional
development is relevant and
applicable, regardless of the literacy
program being used in the classroom.
Learn more about the LETRS training
in this presentation.
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13:00-14:30 Keynote

Lindamood-Bell Learning Processes
has applied its’ learning processes
knowledge to in person and virtual
contexts to improve reading
achievement and instil continuous
learning experiences for all students.
This presentation explores an
evidence-based instructional blueprint
that emphasises the development of
imagery as the basis for independent
word reading and comprehension to
prepare instructional leaders to meet
the literacy needs of all learners.

Keynote Q & A Sessions
with Eugenia Cheng
and Jenny Donovan
Delegates will be asked to submit
questions following each keynote
address. DSF CEO Mandy Nayton
will present a brief Q & A session
with each keynote to pose the
most popular questions.

DSF Professional
Learning
Addressing need
across all tiers in a
range of training
formats onsite,
offsite and online

Tier 3
PL provided in the
delivery of targeted,
intervention programs.

Tier 2
PL provided in both the components
of Tier 2 intervention and the delivery
of Tier 1 programs as small-group,
intensive interventions.

Tier 1
PL provided in both the parameters of high-quality Tier 1
curricula and pedagogy, and the delivery of high-quality,
engaging, evidence-informed pre-literacy, literacy and
numeracy programs.

Specific targeted intervention
for individual students identified
through screening and assessment
as requiring intensive support.

Additional small group or
one-to-one intervention for
those students at risk of falling
behind in specific areas.

The effective inclusion
of all students in daily
high-quality teaching.

Find out more at https://dsf.net.au/our-services/workshops-and-events/pl-in-schools
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DAY FOUR

LEGEND

Friday 22nd April 2022

Keynote

20 min
Presentation

Workshop

45 min Session

Symposium

Resource/Program
Presentation

Keynote – Professor Stanislas Dehaene

09:00

How we learn: The main principles of brain plasticity and human learning that every teacher should know

10:15

BREAK

10:30
Workshop

Workshop

TOM SHERRINGTON

SARAH EVANS

JENNY BAKER

NICOLA CARR-WHITE

“Formulas for Frames”:
A primary school writing
program designed to teach
grammatical devices within
the context of a narrative text

Towards an evidence-informed
practice process based on
desirable difficulty research:
MEd results

Rosenshine’s Principles
of Instruction

Successful
handwriting instruction
for all students

KELLY FULLARTON

HANI ZOHRA MUHAMAD

Assisting primary-aged
students struggling with
maths: Recent research
findings

The challenges with language
learning for children with
specific learning difficulties
(SpLD)

11:15

12:00

BREAK
Keynote – Professor Andrew Whitehouse

13:00

Understanding Autism in the 21st Century: Early intervention and evidence-based practice

14:30
REID SMITH

KATHRYN MATHWIN

COURTNEY MCNALLY

Background knowledge –
What is it good for?

Impact of cognitive strategy
training using the
Perceive, Recall, Plan and
Perform (PRPP) Intervention

The science of writing and
Specific Learning Disorder
with Impairment in Written
Expression

Providing safety nets and
ladders for at risk students
trying to scale the slippery
slopes of literacy

15:30

Keynote Q & A Sessions with Tom Sherrington, Julie Washington and Stanislas Dehaene

16:00

End of Day 4
Friday 29th April 2022

9:00
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JESSICA COLLEU TERRADAS
& DIGBY MERCER

Keynote Q & A Session with Andrew Whitehouse

09:00 - 10:15 Keynote
How we learn: The main principles of brain plasticity and human learning
that every teacher should know
Stanislas Dehaene

Learning is our brain’s most amazing talent – but how does it work, and can we use this
knowledge to become more efficient and “learn how to learn”? Recent discoveries in
cognitive psychology and neuroscience are starting to shed light on what is perhaps the
most remarkable competence of the human brain: its capacity to change itself through
education.

Language, Literacy & Learning 2022

Friday Sessions

Stanislas will describe how neuronal plasticity works, focusing on the acquisition of
reading. He will summarise the four “pillars of learning”: four key principles derived from
cognitive psychology and neuroscience that may facilitate learning at all ages.

10:30-12:00 Workshops
Formulas for Frames: A methodology for teaching students the why and how of employing
specific grammatical devices within a narrative genre
Jenny Baker
This workshop will showcase the “Formulas for Frames” Writing Program trialled at Mosman Park Primary School in 2021
and provide participants with the necessary resources to teach an 8-10-week program targeting narrative construction
– both at the macrostructure as well as the microstructure level. It will address best practice for teaching grammatical
devices at word, phrase and sentence level; participants will be privy to practical methodologies that allow them to
teach specific linguistic devices when functional relevance determines their usage within the narrative genre. Data from
the Year 4 and 6 classes will be discussed and interpreted.

Towards an evidence-informed practice process based on
desirable difficulty research: MEd results
Nicola Carr-White
Creating durable student learning in the classroom presented challenges for the researcher. A practice process was
developed through informal action research using a handmade tool known as a mastery learning folder. A research
MEd was undertaken to determine the theoretical assumptions of the process. The research identified that the process
used the desirable difficulty strategies of spaced, retrieval (including elaboration) and interleaved practice, as well
as factors for metacognitive development. This workshop will describe the theoretical rationale for the subsequent
upgraded process, its implementation in educational contexts and potential use as an instrument for further desirable
difficulty research.

10:30 - 11:15 Sessions
Rosenshine’s Principles of
Instruction

Successful handwriting
instruction for all students

Tom Sherrington

Sarah Evans

Following on from Tom’s keynote
address, this session looks at the
key messages from Rosenshine’s
Principles including a range of very
practical applications for teachers
in any context. Why is ‘checking for
understanding’ so important and how
do we secure the high success rate
Rosenshine advocates?

Difficulties with handwriting remain
one of the most common reasons
for referral to occupational therapy.
This presentation aims to provide
information about the underlying
skills required for legible handwriting
that can be completed at an
appropriate speed and without pain.
Sarah will also provide practical
strategies to implement within the

classroom to address common
areas of difficulty with handwriting
mechanics. Common misconceptions
about pencil grasp will be addressed
and by the end of the presentation
participants will be able to identify
immature, mature, efficient and
inefficient pencil grasps.
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11:15 - 12:00 Sessions
Assisting primary-aged
students struggling with
maths: Recent research
findings

The challenges with language
learning for children with
specific learning difficulties
(SpLD)

Kelly Fullarton

Hani Zohra Muhamad

Whilst our understanding of the
Science of Reading has grown
significantly in recent years, less is
understood about the Science of
Maths and effective intervention
strategies for students struggling to
acquire mathematical knowledge and
proficiency. In recent years, there has
been a renewed focus on evidenceinformed instruction, and the findings
from international research are
providing educators with an insight
into the components of high-quality
maths instruction and intervention.
This session will summarise some
of those findings, with a particular
focus on those strategies that have
successfully raised the achievement
levels of students struggling with
mathematics. In addition, a brief
overview of effective resources and
practical strategies will be provided.

Literacy skills are essential in school.
However, sustaining language learning
is a real challenge for students
diagnosed with learning difficulties.
Teachers may find it hard to impart
reading, grammar and writing skills
to these students. Consequently, the
use of educational technology tools
has been proven to level the playing
ground for such students as these tools
can support learning and/or bypass
a challenging task such as reading
or writing. This presentation will
highlight how the use of educational
technology tools have helped boost
students’ learning. Data was collected
through classroom observations and
interactions with teachers.

Understanding Autism in the 21st century:
Early intervention and evidence-based practice
Andrew Whitehouse

Around 2% of school students have a diagnosis of autism; a figure that has grown
rapidly over the past few decades. How has our understanding changed across this
period, and what does it mean for providing children support from the earliest moments
of their lives so they can thrive at school and beyond. In this presentation, Professor
Andrew Whitehouse will highlight the major changes in our understanding of autism,
including advances in intervention support, and how Australia is at an important juncture
to build on this solid foundation.

Language, Literacy & Learning 2022

13:00-14:30 Keynote

14:30 - 15:15 Sessions
Background knowledge –
What is it good for?
Reid Smith
Research over 40 years has indicated a
central role of background knowledge
in the reading comprehension of
competent decoders. This session will
give an overview of the results of a
critical review of literature related to
the influence background knowledge
has on the reading comprehension of
primary school-aged children. Included
in the session will be discussions about
the interactions between readers’
background knowledge and texts
they read as well as how schools and
teachers might use this understanding
in their planning and instruction.

Impact of cognitive strategy
training using the Perceive,
Recall, Plan and Perform
Intervention (PRPP) on
children’s ability to correctly
write alphabet letters
Kathryn Mathwin

Studies on transcription skills have
found attention, memory, selfregulation, error-identification,
planning, monitoring and organisation
to show a difference between
good and poor writers. Research
on cognitive deficits’ direct impact
on children’s ability to learn correct
alphabet-letter writing skills is sparse.
This study aimed to determine the
impact of a ten-week handwriting
programme that measured and
trained ten, year one children
challenged with letter-writing skills,
in thirty-four cognitive strategies.
Results showed significant changes

in cognitive strategy application that
was concomitant with all ten children
achieving independence in writing
the twenty-six alphabet-letters from
memory, after an average of nine
hours of intervention.

The science of writing and
Specific Learning Disorder
with Impairment in Written
Expression

reduce the risk of failures and dropout.
This model has since been successfully
scaled up in schools both in Western
Australia and South Australia and
impacted on student learning growth.
The workshop will review the research
about intensive interventions for older
struggling readers and explore how to
implement a Response-to-Intervention
secondary model. Participants will
review student monitoring progress
data across several schools.

Courtney McNally
Courtney will provide an overview of
two developmental models of writing
- the Simple View of Writing and the
Writing Rope. She will make links
between these models and the subskill
weaknesses typically seen in students
with Specific Learning Disorder
(written expression). This presentation
is designed to be both informative
and practical, aiming to provide
participants with an understanding of
the key features of Specific Learning
Disorder (written expression) and to
share a number of evidence-informed
strategies and resources that can be
used to support the development of
writing.

Providing safety nets and
ladders for at risk trying to
scale the slippery slopes of
literacy
Jessica Colleu Terradas
and Digby Mercer
Recommendations for improving
adolescent literacy include using
data to diagnose student needs
and providing intensive targeted
interventions. In 2013, Como
Secondary College introduced an
intervention for their most at-risk
students in Years 7, 8 and 9, aiming to

15:30 - 16:00
Keynote Q&A
Keynote Q & A Sessions
with Tom Sherrington,
Julie Washington and
Stanislas Dehaene
Delegates will be asked to submit
questions following each keynote
address. DSF CEO Mandy Nayton
will present a brief Q & A session
with each keynote to pose the
most popular questions.

9:00 Fri 29 April
Keynote Q&A
Keynote Q & A Session
with Andrew Whitehouse
Delegates will be asked to submit
questions following each keynote
address. DSF CEO Mandy Nayton
will present a brief Q & A session
with each keynote to pose the
most popular questions.
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Veronica
Alexander

Veronica is an experienced teacher, language and literacy specialist, and
professional development leader. At SPELD NSW she supports schools and
teachers to develop evidence-based approaches to literacy instruction and how
to identify and support students with learning difficulties.

Day 3
10:30

19

Nic Badcock

Dr Badcock in a Senior Lecturer at the University of Western Australia, and
Associate Fellow of the Macquarie University Centre for Reading. He is a
developmental cognitive neuroscientist interested in academic achievement,
mental health, and how perception and attention underpin complex functioning
such as how cognitive control relates to reading.

Day 1
10:30

8

Jenny Baker

Jenny is a speech pathologist who works closely with schools to develop written
language programs; she coaches educators to teach specific linguistic devices
within meaningful and relevant contexts. Jenny is also heavily involved in the
development of a phonic scope and sequence that aligns with evidence-based
principles.

Day 1
10:30

24

Lisa Bellman
Ansell

Lisa is a teacher and intervention specialist at New Gisborne Primary School,
Victoria. Lisa has trained thousands of teachers across Australia and New
Zealand on the science of reading for Little Learners Love Literacy®.

Day 3
14:30

21

Kim Bloor

Kim is an Educational and Developmental Psychologist with extensive
experience delivering professional learning to schools throughout Western
Australia. She has worked at DSF since 2010 and is a popular trainer in SoundsWrite and other evidence-based approaches to literacy instruction. As a senior
psychologist at DSF, Kim supervises clinical staff, and regularly consults with
families and teachers.

Day 1
10:30

10

Day 3
14:30

21

Day 1
10:30

8

Day 3
11:15

20

Mark Boyes

Dr Boyes is an Associate Professor at Curtin University, Co-Lead of the Curtin
enAble Institute Mental Health Research Domain, and an Emerging Leadership
Fellow of the National Health and Medical Research Council. His research
investigates psychosocial outcomes among children with language/literacy
difficulties, youth affected by HIV/AIDS, and youth who self-injure.

Gemma Boyle

Gemma is a Senior Psychologist at DSF where she coordinates a number of
initiatives aimed at improving the understanding of literacy development and
learning difficulties in the community. In addition to regularly providing sessions
for teachers and parents on a variety of topics related to literacy acquisition,
cognitive development and learning difficulties, Gemma is a LETRS and
Heggerty trainer.

Day 3
11:30

22

Samuel D.
Calder

Dr Calder is a speech pathologist, clinical educator, and researcher. His clinical
work and research focus on improving outcomes for early school-aged children
with Developmental Language Disorder. He is passionate about exploring
how we understand Developmental Language Disorder and evaluating the
effectiveness of paediatric speech, language, and literacy interventions.

Day 3
10:30

19

David
Campbell

David is the Country Manager for Scanning Pens Australia which is a global
partner of C-Pen. He has worked in the education sector for many years and
helped establish Scanning Pens Australia in 2018. Scanning Pens’ assistive
technology products assist those with reading difficulties such as dyslexia,
autism, ADHD and processing disorders.

Day 1
15:00

11

Nicola
Carr-White

Nicola is an experienced primary teacher who recently completed a research
Master of Education to develop a desirable difficulty practice process suited to
educational contexts. The 2021 thesis was examined and passed by Drs Robert
Bjork, John Sweller and John Hattie and will be proceeded by a PhD.

Day 1
14:30

11

Day 4
10:30

24
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Eugenia Cheng Keynote Speaker see page 5.
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AUSTR A L I A

ESSENTIAL ASSISTIVE
TECHNOLOGY FOR 2022
EVERY SCHOOL SHOULD HAVE ONE

The C-Pen ReaderPen is a vital
resource for students with

Converts text to speech

Allows students to read on their own

FREE 30DAY TRIAL
AVAILABLE
TO SCHOOLS,
COLLEGES, &
UNIVERSITIES

Now with
Australian
Accent

Increase independence
& boosts self-confidence

3GB storage & Voice recorder

Promotes independent learning, freeing
up valuable teacher time

Improves results

Contact: auinfo@scanningpens.com
david@scanningpens.com
Tel: 02 8855 7100
#readerpen
www.scanningpens.com.au
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Mary Claessen

Mary is a researcher and speech pathologist who is passionate about improving
the quality of life for people with communication difficulties. Her research
focusses on understanding the nature of language difficulties and developing
evidence-based interventions.

Day 3
10:30

19

Alison Clarke

Alison has been a Speech Pathologist since 1988, and holds a Masters in Applied
Linguistics. She works full-time in private practice and runs the Spelfabet website.
Alison was 2015-16 Vice President of Learning Difficulties Australia, received
LDA’s 2018 Mona Tobias Award, and has been a City Councillor and Mayor.

Day 2
10:30

16

Day 3
10:30

19

Julia Clouter

Julia is the Global Head of Education for Scanning Pens and a Specific Learning
Disability Specialist. She works alongside schools, colleges, universities,
workplaces, correctional facilities and policy groups to help implement strategies
that promote independent literacy skills. Julie is also an ambassador for the
charity Succeed with Dyslexia.

Day 1
15:00

11

Jessica Colleu
Terradas

Jessica was a Literacy Coach in the South Australian Literacy Guarantee
Unit prior to her role as a Senior Officer-Teaching and Learning (Literacy)
in Canberra and Goulburn Catholic Education Office. An award-winning
teacher and Churchill Fellow, her work is driven by the belief that every
student is capable of successful learning.

Day 2
14:30

17

Day 4
14:30

26

Wes Cutajar

Wes is a DSF Talk for Writing trainer and primary school teacher. He has worked
in both specialist and classroom teacher roles from K-6 and has experience in
technology-focused school contexts. He has also previously held roles in School
Leadership teams and as a curriculum coach improving teacher practice.

Day 3
11:00

21

Siti Mariam
Daud

After leaving the mainstream school setting in 2012, Siti Mariam began her
special education journey as an Educational Therapist with the DAS. Mariam
holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Science (Psychology) and a Master of Arts in
Special Educational Needs. She is currently a Senior Lecturer with the DAS
Academy, Singapore.

Day 1
14:30

11

Stanislas
Dehaene

Keynote Speaker see page 6.

Speaker biography
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Page

Jenny
Donovan

Keynote Speaker see page 5.

Sarah Evans

Sarah is an occupational therapist who is part of the DSF team and also owns
Day 4
her own private practice located within a school. Sarah is passionate about
10:30
providing evidence-based intervention with the aim of helping clients reach their
potential. Sarah has a particular interest in the development of handwriting skills.

24

Kelly Fullarton

Kelly Fullarton is a Senior Clinical Psychologist at DSF Literacy and Clinical
Services who has extensive experience in the field of education and learning
disabilities. She is an AHPRA approved supervisor and has been supporting
Psychologists in WA to develop their ability to diagnose specific learning
disorders with confidence and ease.

Day 4
11:15

25

Casey Giles

Casey is a DSF Talk for Writing trainer and her experience in schools includes
working as a Level 3 classroom teacher, pedagogical coach and deputy principal.
She has successfully led whole school improvements in literacy and is committed
to high quality teaching and the effective implementation of evidence-based
instruction.

Day 2
14:30

17

Laura Glisson

Laura is a Speech Pathologist with extensive experience working with primary
and secondary age students with DLD, literacy and SEMH difficulties. Her clinical
and research interest is in all things intervention evidence, particularly in relation
to oral to written text assessment, instruction and intervention.

Day 3
10:30

19

Claude
Goldenberg

Keynote Speaker see page 5.

Sarah
Grunwald

Sarah is a dual qualified Speech Pathologist and Teacher (Primary). She provides
assessments, therapy and tutoring services to students with literacy learning
difficulties, DLD and ASD. Through her current work as a Speech Pathologist on
the DSF clinical team, Sarah supports teachers through training, coaching and
intervention models to achieve the best communication, academic and social
outcomes for their students.

Day 2
10:30

15

Alexandra
Harper

Alex develops resources and professional learning at Little Learners
Love Literacy® in Melbourne. Like all of the LLLL team, Alex is passionate
that all children have the opportunity to learn to read, write and spell
with confidence.

Day 1
11:00

10

Day 3
14:30

21

Natalya
Hawrylak

Natalya is an Education Officer at The Literature Centre. She has been a primary
school teacher, Vice President and President of the Children’s Book Council
(CBCA) of Western Australia, and a member of the Steering Committee for the
Edith Cowan University (ECU) Education Alumni Chapter.

Day 2
11:00

16

Elizabeth Hill

Day 1
Dr Hill is an early-career academic at Curtin University. She is a member of the
10:30
Curtin enAble Institute Mental Health Research Domain and the Language and
Literacy in Young People research group. Her research explores adolescent
language and literacy, focussing on assessment methods and links with academic Day 3
10:30
and psychosocial outcomes.

8

Susie Hillard

Samantha
Hornery

Susie is a Primary and Secondary trained teacher, specialising in English and
Social Sciences. She has worked in schools in both England and Australia,
assisting to guide the implementation of Talk for Writing. Susie now works as
a literacy specialist at DSF, providing training, consultation and mentoring to
teachers, other professionals and schools.
Samantha is a primary and special education teacher who has worked in school
and community settings teaching, developing, and managing educational
programs for students with learning difficulties for over 20 years. She has
extensive experience in the development and implementation of professional
learning opportunities for teachers and health professionals.
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Day 2
14:30

17

Day 3
10:30

21

Day 1
10:30

8

29

Language, Literacy & Learning 2022
30

Speaker Name

Speaker biography

Session

Page

Wally Howe

Wally is the director of PAA Education and PAA Speech. He has more than 25
years’ experience in psychological and educational assessment, including test
development, standardisation, publishing, distribution and marketing. Wally
managed the Australian standardisation of the UK published York Assessment
of Reading for Comprehension (YARC) which is now the most popular individual
reading test used in Australian schools.

Day 2
14:30

17

Emily Jackson

Emily is a speech pathology researcher and lecturer at Curtin. Her background
is in clinical work with children, adolescents, and families, and she has worked
extensively with education teams across Western Australia. Emily’s research
interests include memory, vocabulary, and assessment practices, and she is
passionate about translating research into practice.

Day 3
10:30

19

Jennifer
Jackson

Jen is the Founder & Director of Paper Bird Children’s Books & Arts and is a
practicing Child Psychoanalytic Psychotherapist. She is an advocate for all kids
having access to literature that is relevant and inspiring from birth onwards.

Day 3
10:30

19

Berenice
Johnston

Berry is an experienced Occupational Therapist supporting children, families and
schools in the development of gross motor skills, self-regulation and handwriting;
key areas that impact classroom participation. Berry is completing her Masters
in Occupational Therapy, researching current classroom practices in prewriting
instruction, and the efficacy of a prewriting program.

Day 3
10:30

19

Katrina Kelso

Katrina is an experienced Speech-Language Pathologist working in private
practice. She has worked extensively with school-age children with language and
literacy difficulties in school and clinic settings. Katrina has a particular interest in
reading comprehension, completing a Master of Education at UWA and currently
a PhD at Curtin University.

Day 3
10:30

19

Day 3
14:30

21

Lauren Koch

Lauren is a speech pathologist working in schools, with a focus on early
childhood education. Her clinical interests include DLD, literacy development and
the delivery of school-based speech pathology services. Lauren is passionate
about empowering educators to effectively cater for the diverse range of
communication needs in schools today.

Day 3
11:35

20

Toni Lang

Toni is a DSF Talk for Writing Trainer and primary school teacher. She has worked
as Curriculum and School leader in both metropolitan and regional schools
implementing and supporting the development of evidence-based teaching
programs. She is an advocate of Talk for Writing to engage and support students
of all ages and abilities through explicit instruction of written composition.

Day 3
14:30

21

Suze Leitão

Suze works as an Associate Professor of Speech Pathology and the Director of
Graduate Research in the Curtin School of Allied Health. Her research interests
encompass theory, assessment and intervention for children and young people
with (Developmental) Language Disorder and Dyslexia (Research Group:
Language and Literacy in Young People.)

Day 3
10:30

19

Kathryn
Mathwin

Kathryn is a paediatric occupational therapist who has specialised in helping
children struggling with writing. She is also completing her PhD through the
University of Sydney, examining the effectiveness of a novel handwriting
programme, along with evaluating the difference in cognitive strategy use
between able and challenged writers.

Day 4
14:30

26

Sinead McIvor

Sinead received her Bachelor of Science, in Psychology and Theatre from
University of Bristol. She is currently the Executive Centre Director for
Lindamood-Bell Learning Processes’ Sydney centres. Over the past eight years,
Sinead has worked directly with hundreds of individuals, helping them improve
their reading and comprehension skills.

Day 3
15:00

22
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Emina McLean

Emina’s background is in speech pathology, education, child and adolescent
psychiatry, and public health. For this presentation, Emina is representing
Docklands Primary School, Victoria, where she is Head of English and Literacy.
Outside of her school, Emina works as an education researcher and lecturer.

Day 2
10:30

14

Paula
McMahon

Paula has worked in high schools for more than twenty years. Since 2019 she has
worked as the MAWA Executive Officer. Paula has a passion to ensure students
demonstrate understanding rather than learning 'maths tricks or rules'.

Day 1
14:30

11

Courtney
McNally

Courtney is a registered psychologist with extensive experience working in
clinical and educational settings. As part of the DSF team, she is dedicated to
using high-quality evidence-based programs to teach literacy skills and is both a
Sounds-Write and a Talk for Writing trainer.

Day 4
14:30

26

Kirsten Melville Kirsten is a Psychologist at DSF Literacy and Clinical Services. She has extensive
experience in the assessment of learning difficulties and diagnosis of Specific
Learning Disorders. Kirsten facilitates small group social-emotional wellbeing
groups for young people with dyslexia (Clever Kids), and provides support to
families and young people with learning difficulties.

Day 3
11:15

20

Digby Mercer

Since 1985, teaching adolescents to read has been a career-long focus for
Digby. His failures and then successes have come through a pragmatic “what
works” approach and keeping abreast of the latest developments in cognitive
psychology and research into effective teaching. He is currently principal of
Como Secondary College.

Day 4
14:30

26

Hani Zohra
Muhamad

Hani is a Lead Educational Therapist and an Educational Advisor at the Dyslexia
Association of Singapore. Besides teaching, Hani contributes to the training
of new educational therapists, as well as support colleagues with challenging
students. Hani holds a Master Degree in Education (Special Education) from
Nanyang Technological University.

Day 4
11:15

25

Mandy Nayton

Mandy is the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of DSF Literacy and
Clinical Services in Western Australia and an Adjunct Research Fellow at
Curtin University. She is an educational and developmental psychologist
and qualified teacher with extensive experience in the field of literacy
education and learning difficulties. Mandy is an ardent advocate of
research-informed evidence-based practice and continues to support the
research activities of numerous universities and academic researchers,
both in Australia and overseas.

Day 1
8:45

Emily Nolde

Emily is employed at Camberwell Grammar School as a teacher and Head of
Literacy. Emily completed her Master of Education at Melbourne University & the
SOLAR course at La Trobe. Since earning a BA in Criminology & Justice studies
from Monash University, Emily has been an advocate for the #Literacyisfreedom
movement.

Courtenay
Norbury

Keynote Speaker see page 5.

Anna Notley

Dr Notley holds a Research Masters in Linguistics (University of Amsterdam) and
a PhD in Cognitive Science, focusing on child language acquisition (Macquarie
University). She currently works for MultiLit as a senior product developer and
member of the research unit responsible for testing the effectiveness of MultiLit’s
programs.
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15
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11:15

15
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Day 1
14:30

11

Day 3
11:15

19

Georgina Perry Georgina is the Executive Officer of SPELD NSW. George was previously a
Day 3
lawyer and brings strategy, management and corporate governance skills. George 10:30
works to strengthen relationships with educators, parents and the community to
deliver support to students and adults with specific learning difficulties such as
dyslexia across NSW.

19

Narelle Rice

11

Shane Pearson Shane is a speech pathologist at Brandon Park Primary School, Melbourne.
Since 2019, Shane has helped lead his school's literacy teaching and intervention
program. This has included the creation and implementation of an in-house
F-6 spelling and decoding curriculum which covers phonics, orthography,
morphology and etymology.

Day 1
Narelle’s background is teaching mathematics from primary through to lower
14:30
secondary. She has worked in teacher education for AISWA and ECU. Narelle is
passionate about teaching students who don’t fit the middle, supporting teachers
and developing whole school systems. Narelle is currently enjoying time working
with Dr Paul Swan.

Maria Richards Maria is an experienced English Consultant with a background in school
improvement and raising standards. Maria is an accredited member of the
national Talk for Writing team, working directly with leading Educational
Consultant Pie Corbett, to raise standards in writing. She regularly supports
schools, working intensively with staff and children to achieve literacy success.

Day 1
10:30

8

Julie Scali

Day 3
Julie is the Director of Literacy Impact in Perth, Western Australia, specialising
14:30
in literacy improvement and learning difficulties. She has 23 years experience in
primary education and leadership settings in Perth and London, including 8 years
as a Deputy Principal leading evidence-based literacy improvement and data
informed practice.

21

Rebecca
Shalinah

Rebecca has been with the Dyslexia Association of Singapore (DAS) since 2014.
She is an Associate Lecturer with DAS Academy. She provides intervention
in Literacy and Math skills. Rebecca completed her PGC in SEN, Spec Dip
in SpLD and M.Ed in Curriculum and Teaching with the National Institute of
Education, Singapore.

Day 1
14:30

11

Tom
Sherrington

Keynote Speaker see page 6.

Reid Smith

Reid is a PhD candidate at La Trobe University's Science of Language and
Reading (SOLAR Lab), investigating the role of background knowledge in
reading comprehension. He is also a classroom teacher and Head of Curriculum,
Assessment and Instruction at Ballarat Clarendon College.

Day 2
14:30

26

Elizabeth
Spencer

Recently appointed Director of The Literature Centre, Elizabeth led the awardwinning, state-wide Better Beginnings Family Literacy Program at The State
Library of WA. She has also spent over 16 years working in the theatre, film and
radio industry as a performer, playwright and project coordinator.

Day 2
11:00

16

Caitlin
Stephenson

Caitlin is a speech pathologist and Literacy Leader in a P-12 school in Victoria.
Caitlin’s special interests include Deafness, education, language, and literacy. She
is currently completing her PhD through La Trobe University focusing on the role
of speech pathologists in supporting low progress students in literacy.

Day 1
11:15

9

Lyn is an educational linguist, author, and owner of consultancy and tutoring
practice: Lifelong Literacy. Lyn creates research-informed PD seminars for
educators. Her goal is to help awaken linguistic curiosity in students using
creative, engaging tools and strategies, based upon scientific consensus as to
what constitutes best practice.

Day 2
10:30

Lyn Stone

32
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Day 1
11:35
14
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Nathaniel
Swain

Dr Swain is a teacher, instructional coach and researcher. Since joining
Brandon Park Primary School, Victoria, Nathaniel has supported the
continuation of this incredible school’s Science of Learning journey.
His mission is for all students to develop “life-changing” language
and literacy skills, through effective and engaging teaching, founding
Think Forward Educators.

Day 1
14:30

11

Day 2
10:30

14

Day 3
11:15

19

Day 2
11:15

15

Day 3
11:35

20

Anna Taylor

Anna is a speech pathologist with extensive experience working with schoolaged children with DLD. Anna works for MultiLit as a Speech and Language
Specialist. Anna is completing a Master of Philosophy by research at Curtin
University, and is investigating the language, social and early academic profiles of
pre-primary children.

Kathryn
Thorburn

Kathryn is a dual qualified speech pathologist and teacher in NSW with
experience in NSW DET, Catholic and Independent schools. Kathryn will share
her experience and strategies for using science of reading and learning research
to facilitate an inclusive education pathway for students with disability within
schools across K-12.
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John Walker

John is the director and co-author of Sounds-Write, a quality first phonics
program. He has been a qualified teacher, university lecturer and teacher trainer
for over thirty years, teaching English language and literature in many different
countries and settings. John trains teaching practitioners in Sounds-Write
and promotes the Sounds-Write program in schools and other educational
institutions across the world.
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Julie
Washington

Keynote Speaker see page 6.

Tessa
Weadman

Tessa is a speech pathologist in private practice, a research assistant at the
Murdoch Children's Research Institute and a PhD candidate in the SOLAR lab at
La Trobe University. Her PhD focuses on the role of early childhood teachers in
supporting the oral language and emergent literacy skills of preschoolers.
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Robert Wells

Robert is a speech pathologist with clinical experience working with DLD In a
primary school context. He investigated access to paediatric speech pathology
services in WA through in-depth interviews with speech pathologists and
caregivers of children with SLCNs.
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Esther White

As the current CEO & Director of Maths Australia, Esther’s vision is to make
maths easy for every child. Accredited with the Dyscalculia Association of UK
and having taught extensively across various learning environments since 2000,
she is an intervention specialist and an expert in teachings maths as a language.
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Andrew
Whitehouse

Keynote Speaker see page 6.

Holly
Whitehouse

Holly works at Paper Bird in the Bookshop as a children’s literature specialist
and is also the editor of Flight Magazine – an illustrated magazine for older kids
focusing on visual literacy.
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Clair Wilson

Clair is one of the three directors and founders of Phonic Books - all of whom are
teachers with zero prior experience of publishing but a solid foundation
of working with struggling readers. For the past 17 years, the Phonic Books
team has worked from the starting point ‘Would this entice and empower a
reluctant reader?’
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Are you a member of DSF?
For individuals, schools and educational institutions wanting to access
resources, events and professional development.

DSF members
receive a
10% DISCOUNT
on Conference
registration

Membership includes
the following benefits:
• Discounts on all workshops and consultations
• A 5% discount on all educational resources
purchased from the DSF Online Store
• Automatic membership of the DSF library
with access to a wide range of high quality
resources
• Copies of the DSF Bulletin plus access to
all past issues of the Bulletin
• Resources on the website that are only
available to DSF members

To find out more, go to the DSF website dsf.net.au/become-a-member
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